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1. Introduction

Abstract. This article is part of a study that investigates how the Brazilian newspaper Folha de
S. Paulo (FSP) constructed narratives about Latin America during the 1980s. The ongoing
research intends to engage with FSP in two ways: as an object, by examining its coverage of
international affairs with a focus on Latin American countries; and as a source, by analyzing the
political and cultural themes and debates about Latin America that appeared in the newspaper.
The study acknowledges the historical ambivalence of the "Brazilian giant" towards Latin
America, marked by cultural and political approaches and detachments. It is observed that
Folha, by emphasizing themes such as political instability, revolution, and economic crises,
constructed a depreciative portrayal of the region, overlooking deeper cultural and social
aspects of the countries and their peoples. At the same time, by highlighting the chaos left
behind by collapsing dictatorial regimes, journalists reinforced the idea that these governments
were responsible for the economic and social destruction of their countries and advocated for
the necessity of redemocratization. In the 1980s, the democratic transition in some countries on
the continent and the context of the "lost decade" sparked new debates on regional integration
as an alternative path to development in light of the international scenario and the newly
achieved political freedom. This context led Brazil to revisit its hegemonic projects and its
identity within the continent. The research aims to determine whether, and how, this debate
appears in the newspaper's discourse.

Keywords. Folha de S. Paulo, Latin America, History of the Brazilian Press, 1980s, Political
History.

reinforce  stereotypes about their
"eccentricity."

The 1980s marked a period of transition in Latin
America, with the weakening of authoritarian regimes
and the search for new political and economic paths. In
Brazil, this process led to political reopening and
greater press freedom, making journalism a crucial
space for interpreting reality: reassessing the past,
analyzing the present, and projecting the future of the
region. In this context, the Brazilian mainstream press
became a battleground over the meanings of
democracy, the self-determination of Latin American
countries, and the ongoing political transitions.

However, Latin America has always occupied an
unstable place in the coverage of the Brazilian
mainstream press. The region's countries tend to make
headlines during crises—such as coups, insurgencies,
and economic downturns—or in situations that

Throughout the 20th century, coverage of the region in
Brazilian  newspapers was marked by this
intermittence, particularly in the wake of the Cuban
Revolution and the Cold War context, when the rise of
revolutions and authoritarian regimes cast Latin
America as a site of ideological struggle between the
United States and the Soviet Union. But in the
1980s—known as the "lost decade" due to the
economic crisis that ravaged the region—what kind of
Latin America was considered newsworthy?

Despite the extensive academic production on the
Brazilian press in the 20th century, the contours of
international journalism in Brazil remain
underexplored, particularly regarding coverage of Latin
America. The region often appears fragmented in



newspaper pages, as if it were peripheral to national
concerns. Historically, Brazil has adopted an ambiguous
stance toward Latin America, oscillating between
identification and detachment.

Against this backdrop, this study investigates how the
Brazilian newspaper Folha de S. Paulo articulated
debates on politics and culture in Latin American
countries during the 1980s, contributing to the
construction of perceptions about the region.

2. Research Methods

Over time, the practice of international journalism has
become a key element in mediating distant realities
and has played a significant role in transforming the
Brazilian press. However, a gap can be observed in the
literature on this topic, especially when compared to
the extensive body of research on national periodicals
and their role in documenting Brazilian history. While
there are personal accounts from journalists and some
collections of chronicles and reportage books by
former correspondents, systematic studies on the
particularities of international coverage produced in
Brazil remain scarce.

Given this, this study seeks to understand the
specificities of Brazilian international journalism
concerning Latin America. To achieve this, different
categories of sources were mapped: theoretical
literature on the functioning of international
journalism, the role of news agencies, and the duties
of correspondents; accounts from Brazilian journalists
about their experiences abroad; and academic
research analyzing the representation of Latin America
in the Brazilian press.

Additionally, an effort was made to find strictly
academic texts, which involved several stages: starting
with keyword searches such as ‘international
journalism" and "Latin America" in repositories of
academic works, followed by "Latin American
representations in the press," and finally "Latin
America in the Brazilian press."

The literature review indicated that most studies are
within the field of Communication and that the topic is
predominantly focused on journalistic coverage from
the 2000s onward, with an emphasis on digital formats
and television news. Regarding the Brazilian press’s
approach to Latin America between 1980 and 2000,
existing research examines the media's role in the Latin
American integration process [1] and the invisibility of
the region in the mainstream press [2].

Furthermore, historical studies on the press have
analyzed the coverage of the U.S. intervention in
Nicaragua in the 1920s in the Brazilian press [3] and
the Brazilian media’s portrayal of Cuban communism
[4]. These studies provide valuable perspectives for
understanding  Brazilian international journalism

throughout the 20th century and for reflecting on how
journalistic sources are treated in historical research.

For this study, the methodology involves analyzing
editions of Folha de S. Paulo published between 1980
and 1990. The choice to examine Sunday editions is
justified by the fact that, in Brazil, Sunday publications
tend to include a greater number of specialized
sections, which are also more extensive, providing
expanded space for reflection and debate. The
newspaper’s editions from the decade have been
digitized and made available through Acervo Folha, an
archive accessible via a monthly subscription. This
research employs keyword searches, such as “Latin
America,” to identify the presence and recurrence of
the term in the editions. Additionally, we examine
editorials, articles, interviews, and reports published in
two sections.

The Exterior section, dedicated to international news
coverage, featured Newton Carlos and Cldvis Rossi as
its main correspondents for Latin America. This section
aimed to provide Folha readers with a comprehensive
view of global events. Its visual organization prioritized
a highlighted story—placed at the center of the page,
with a bold headline—deemed to have the greatest
impact and/or relevance. The main article was
reported in greater detail, accompanied by a
photograph, map, or illustration, and surrounded by
opinion pieces and smaller news items related to the
central theme or the geographical proximity of the
countries mentioned.

Meanwhile, /lustrada emerged as one of the most
influential cultural supplements in the Brazilian press
during the 1980s. Its pages featured information on
cultural events and releases in Brazil and abroad;
interviews with figures from the arts, literature, and
entertainment; coverage of awards such as the Oscars,
the Grammys, the Nobel Prize, and other literary
honors; and critical analyses of films, plays, books,
exhibitions, and concerts.

In dialogue with other studies and drawing on this set
of sources, this research aims to contribute to the
study of international journalism in the Brazilian press
by analyzing Folha de S. Paulo's role in the 1980s. The
newspaper is mobilized both as an object of study,
allowing an investigation into the journalistic practices
of its contributors in covering events in Latin America,
and as a source, enabling an analysis of the political
and cultural debates about the region during this
period.

3. The Folha Project

During the military dictatorship in Brazil (1964—1985),
the Folha media group, which began its operations in
1921, maintained an ambiguous stance: while publicly
defending democratic freedoms, it also engaged in



self-censorship and reproduced information provided
by the repressive state agencies. This posture created a
controversial image for the group, oscillating between
resistance and complicity with the dictatorship. In the
1980s, with the country’s political liberalization, Folha
de S.Paulo sought to distance itself from its association
with the military regime and adopted a more critical
discourse, openly advocating for democratic freedoms,
which contributed to the newspaper’s consolidation as
one of the most influential in the country [5,6].

This period was marked by substantial changes in the
newspaper's editorial line and organizational structure
through the Projeto Folha (Folha Project), a
comprehensive modernization program. This project
not only altered the newspaper’s graphic design but
also transformed its content: articles became shorter,
the number of specialized sections increased, and
there was greater emphasis on cultural coverage.

Furthermore, Projeto Folha is said to have initiated a
process of "depoliticization" in newsrooms: within the
context of the global expansion of neoliberalism and
profound political transformations in Brazil, news was
increasingly presented as a commodity intended to
generate profit [7]. From that point onward, the focus
shifted toward technical and organizational
improvements in  journalism, alongside the
modernization of the newspaper’s technological
infrastructure.

The process of journalistic production is shaped by a
variety of factors that go beyond ideological
motivations—though these are inescapable. After all,
journalistic facts are constructed, and objectivity is
therefore relative. This reveals a complex dynamic
underlying editorial decisions. Prejudices and personal
convictions can shape the perception and
interpretation of facts, influenced not only by the
subjective viewpoints of those producing the news but
also by the interests to which the newspaper is linked,
thereby affecting the selection and emphasis of news
coverage.

Aesthetic and cultural aspects, such as a sense of
appropriateness for the target audience or the
preference for more engaging narratives, guide choices
that may favor certain themes or approaches.
Contingency and urgency, both characteristic of the
increasingly industrialized newsroom pace of the 1980s
in Brazil, must also be considered, as tight deadlines
and rapid decision-making directly impact the final
content. These combined factors demonstrate that
journalistic production is a space of tensions.

4. Latin America on the Agenda

As previously discussed, the narratives produced by
the press communicate not only facts but also the
political, economic, and cultural interests of the
societies that construct them. In Brazil, this dynamic is

particularly visible in the coverage of Latin America,
and the works with which this research dialogues
understand that the dependence on international
agencies and the editorial alignment with Eurocentric
or North American perspectives by major Brazilian
newspapers result in a reductionist and stereotyped
view of the region, relegating its complexities to
narrative margins.

The "Brazilian giant" has historically positioned itself
ambivalently in relation to Latin America. This
ambivalence can be understood from various
historical, cultural, and political aspects that at times
bring Brazil closer to, and at times distance it from, its
Spanish-American neighbors. This stance is due, in
part, to the language barrier, the continental
dimension of Brazilian territory, and the perception
that Brazil, presenting itself as a nation with a distinct
trajectory, would also have a differentiated role in the
region. Therefore, for much of the 20th century, the
country sought economic, cultural, and political
models aligned with the Global North, often at the
expense of greater integration with its Latin American
neighbors [8].

In this scenario, while it was financially inexpensive for
the Latin American press, including the Brazilian one,
to use services provided by Associated Press and
United Press, based in the U.S., it was extremely costly
in values not reducible to money: the control of
international information provided to our press. The
dominance of these agencies is not just a technical or
logistical issue but reflects the imperialist control over
the production and circulation of information, aligned
with the interests of major economic and industrial
monopolies [9].

Sebrian [3], studying the coverage of the newspapers
Correio da Manh3, O Estado de S. Paulo, Folha da
Manhd, and Folha da Noite regarding the U.S.
intervention in Nicaragua between 1926 and 1927,
understands that the discourses in the Brazilian press
were not homogeneous but revealed tensions
between the defense of sovereignty and cultural and
informational dependence on U.S. international
agencies. The author argues that criticism of
imperialism, though present, was often diluted by the
weight of imported narratives, which reinforced the
image of the United States as defenders of order and
progress in the region.

Similarly, Carvalho [4] demonstrates how Tribuna da
Imprensa, O Estado de S. Paulo, and Correio da Manh3a
constructed, between 1959 and 1964, an alarmist and
symbolic narrative to delegitimize the Cuban
Revolution. According to the author, journalistic
discourse reinforced the fear that communism could
spread throughout Latin America, and it did so, in part,
by reproducing as truth unverified texts or opinions
disseminated by major news agencies.



This situation seems to reflect a structural imbalance in
power relations, where the national press of various
Latin American countries acts merely as a recipient of
external content, with little autonomy to construct a
local or alternative perspective on global events. Folha
was no exception to this situation in the 1980s.

Jodo Batista Natali began his work as a journalist for
Folha in 1969, and for 39 years he held positions as
editor of the international desk or international
correspondent. According to him, the international
politics editor is a journalist with little access to the
sources from which the published information
originates. There is mediation by agencies, foreign
commentators whose columns the newspaper
subscribes to, and services that provide photographs
and infographics. [10]

In 1980, Folha appeared to have a strong international
journalism team, with recurring contributions from
Claudio Abramo in Paris; Clévis Rossi and Newton
Carlos for Latin America; Paulo Francis from New York;
Carlos Brickmann for general affairs; and the
aforementioned Natali. Even so, Brazilian newspapers
would send correspondents only in very specific cases,
such as large-scale conflicts or the death of impactful
personalities. Still, it was quite common to use agency
material, either to illustrate an article or to
complement information.

To illustrate, let us consider two examples. In the
January 25, 1987, [11] out of 17 news pieces published
in the international section, 9 are "from International
Agencies," and 4 are reproductions from other
newspapers: El Pais, Le Monde, Times, and The
Economist. Of the total section, only 2 articles mention
Latin American countries: 1 signed by Folha and 1 from
International Agencies. Thus, less than 25% bear the
signature of the newspaper's contributors.

On January 26, 1988, [12] out of 12 news pieces
published in the international section, 9 identified their
source as "from International Agencies," and 1 was
signed by El Pais. Of these 10 imported news pieces, 8
concern American countries. Again, only about 25% of
the publications actually went through the
newspaper’s editorial office, and of this portion, none
were about Latin American countries.

This leads us to another fundamental point in the
discussion this research seeks to address: the aspects
of Latin American countries that, at that time, caught
the interest of Brazilian newspapers and became
headlines.

In a study on the editorial behavior of Folha de S.
Paulo, Correio Braziliense, and Jornal do Brasil
between 1990 and 1994, Sant’Anna [1] speaks of a
Latin America marginalized by both the global
mainstream press and Brazilian reference newspapers.
He highlights a discourse loaded with the grotesque,
privileging the negative or the exotic. Using

quantitative data, the author concludes that the
Brazilian reader’s imagination, shaped by these three
newspapers, is fed by a volume of negative news three
and a half times greater than positive content. This
information associates neighboring countries with drug
trafficking,  dictatorships, terrorism, corruption,
scandals, violence, and social, political, and economic
crises.

However, when we look at the pages of Folha de S.
Paulo in the 1980s, political events lead us to consider
a different perspective on how the newspaper covered
the economic and political situation of Latin American
countries. Indeed, the coverage was marked by a
negative focus, emphasizing crises, hyperinflation, and
institutional instability. But this discourse may be
related to Brazil’s democratic transition and the
collapse of dictatorial regimes in the region, such as in
Argentina and Chile. By emphasizing the chaos left by
the dictatorships, journalists reinforced the idea that
these regimes were responsible for the economic and
social destruction of these countries, placing
democracy at the forefront of the agenda.

On September 11, 1983 [13], Paulo Francis wrote that
“Pinochet is more primitive than Médici. He has turned
Chile into a ‘hacienda’ for his family” and calls him a
“psychopath.” He continues, stating that “none of the
Brazilian leaders even remotely resemble him in
inhumanity, including Médici himself, the worst of
them all.” He argues that “the responsibility of the U.S.
is significant, but it is equal to that of the Latin
American ruling classes, among the most cruel the
world has ever seen.” The journalist anticipates that
“Pinochet will fall” and asks, “What will come next?
Poor Latin America.”

In the article right beside it [14], correspondent Clovis
Rossi notes that after ten years of the coup, “The
Chilean left no longer discredits democracy as a
‘bourgeois regime’ or a mask that hides the ugliness of
capitalism, and the right admits that military
dictatorships solve no one’s problems.” He concludes
that “the democratic commitment in Chile has
strengthened.”

This approach may have served both to denounce
military governments and to consolidate a discourse
that distanced any nostalgia for the Brazilian
dictatorship, questioning the supposed positive results
of these regimes and reinforcing the need for
democratization. However, it does not exclude the
possibility that this emphasis on economic and political
disaster may have overshadowed other dimensions of
Latin American reality, where other political, cultural,
and social expressions of the region became secondary
or were not even mentioned.

5. Conclusion



This article is part of a research trajectory that
investigates how Folha de S. Paulo, one of the largest
names in Brazilian commercial press, constructed
narratives about Latin America in the 1980s.

To this end, we understand that news is a report of the
most recent and significant events for the audience,
but what is considered significant varies according to
the newsworthiness criteria of each outlet. These
criteria include factors such as geographical and
cultural proximity, impact, economic relevance, and
negativity, and reflect the values and biases of the
journalists and editors who decide what "makes the
cut" and what does not.

There are many variables that determine why this
news, and not that one, is chosen from the dozens
dispatched by the agencies. The press is a space for the
expression and dispute of political projects and
worldviews, and more than simple transmitters of
information, it is an arena where ideas, interests, and
ideologies clash, revealing the conflicts and alliances
that permeate the social landscape.

We can conclude that the journalistic coverage of Latin
America is not solely due to the control of information
by international agencies, but may also reflect a sense
of superiority from Brazil in relation to its Latin
American neighbors, fueled by a historical construction
that positions the country as exceptional or distinct in
the region. The emphasis placed on themes such as
political instability, revolution, communist danger,
violence, and economic crises, while neglecting deeper
cultural, historical, and social aspects, guided the
construction of a disparaging portrait of Latin America,
its countries, and peoples.

At the same time, with the process of democratic
transition and the economic crisis that would label the
1980s as the "lost decade," there was a greater
openness to rethink relations with Latin American
neighbors. With shared challenges, regional integration
could lead to the resumption of development in the
face of a competitive international context and the
gradual recovery of political freedoms. In this reality,
Brazilians would be forced to reconsider their
hegemonic projects and the meaning of their identity
on the continent.
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